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The performer takes barley in his hand and, after welcom-
ing the Visvedevah by throwing grains of it towards them,
seats them and asks them to help in the performance of the
Sraddha and to keep their minds pure and quiet during the
ceremony.
He then welcomes the pitri, changing, as he does so, his
thread from his left to his right shoulder. (It should be
noticed that the Brahmans representing the pitri themselves
do not change their threads, but wear them over the auspicious
left- shoulder throughout the rite.) The performer throws
sesamum seeds towards the pitri, as he welcomes them, and
asks them to keep their minds quiet and pure, and he then
promises that he himself will try and keep his own mind free
from worldly thoughts.
As soon as the VisVedevah and pitri are seated and
welcomed, the performer of the Sraddha washes each of their
right big toes with pure water, and puts white paste made of
sandal-wood, and some flowers, on each washed and worshipped
big toe. This done, he washes his hands and marl^ their
foreheads with the same white paste. Each Brabmaxj- is then
presented with a new loin-cloth of cotton and another of silk
and several brass vessels.
The bundle of grass representing the preta is welcomed
with sesamum seed and worshipped in the same way with
water, sandal-wood paste^ and flowers. Next, the three pitri
are .named : they usually represent the father (Mr, So-a#d-so),
grandfather (Mr. . . .), and great-grandfather (Mr. * * *) of
the dead man; but If it were a young man who had "died,
and .his father were still living, the pitri would represent the
grandfather, great-grandfather, and great-great-grandfather.
In the same way, if the Sraddha is. being performed for
a married woman, the pitri represent her mother-in-law,
grandmother-in-law, and great-grandmother-in-law^
In front of the two Brahmans who represent the V&vedevi^
they arrange .on a leaf-plate marked with a white mark som$
flowers or tulasl leaves, a ring of darbha-grass, and some